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Advertiſement. 


E Author of the following = 
88 8 Pages neuer thought any of 
Hi Sermons were intitled to 
appear in Print; and it cannot more 
ſurpriſe the Reader, than it is diſa- 
greeable to him to publiſh this plain 
Diſcourſe ; which coutains only an im- 
Perfect and naked Repreſentation of a 
Piece of Sacred Hiſtory, together with 
a few Remarks, which will naturally 
acur to every Man who reads the Book 
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ji Advertiſement. 
of Eſther with the leaſt Attention. - The 


Solicitation of. Friends, and Miſrepre- 


ſentation of others, #he uſual Topicks 
of one who is fond of being an Author, 
are not wanting in the preſent Caſe ; 
but would not haue had much Effect, if 
certain Gentlemen had not, it ſeems, 
proceeded to Threats : * He reſolves 


therefore, to fhew them for once, that, 
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*The following Letter was inſert in 7 he Patriot of 
Friday, October zd. 1149. 


To the AUTHOR of 7 HZ PATRIOT. 


STR, 


THE dying Creatures of the C----t are, with their | 


" laſt Breath, beſpattering every Man of a Publick 
Spirit: Nor has the Reverend Mr. W.. r wanted. his. 
Share of their Reproaches: Having Occafion ta meet 
with ſeveral of them ſince Tueſday Jaſt, I have been 
Witneſs to whole Floods of Venom poured out, becauſe- 
of the Sermon which he preached that Day: I has 
ſtung them to the Quick, and they vow Revenge: Had 
we, /ay the y, but marked down. his Expreſſions, or were 


ſure 


Character. 


Advertiſement, i 
as he has never hitherto courted their 
Smiles, ke it not much moved with their 
Frowns. They have now his very 
Words, according to his Notes, and ſa 
far as his Memory ſerved him, accor- 
ding to what be delivered fram the Pul-. 
pit. They may make any Ule of them 
they pleaſe. He is quite unconcerned 
about the Event : He cheerfully for- 
gives their illagrounded Cenſures ; and 
only wiſhes, that, upon cooler Re flecti- 
on, they may be excited to a hearty 

Cone 


i. 
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ſure of the very Words, we know what to do. As a true 
Repreſentation of what was ſaid does not at all ſerve 
heir Purpoſe, they have changed the Whole, making 
bim ſpeak Things the meer Product of their Malice 
and Spite : And have ſpread ſuch Stories of bis Diſe 
courſe, as, if believed, would not à little injure his 


to rake what Methods. they think proper for undeceive 
ing the World, and making the Tools of Poxcer Pa 
for their raſh R eproac hes. 


I am, Oc. 


T leave it to the Author and the Patriot, ON 


Iv Advertiſement. 
Concern for the Publick Weal : To 


promote which this Hormon was honeſte 
by intended. 


Mean Time, he cannot help obſerv- 
ing, That it does not ſeem well judged 
in the Ct of our Day, bo pro- 
claim the Offence they have taken at 
ie Deſcription of Haman, and his ſer- 
vile Dependents. It ſpeaks out a ſen 
cret C onſcionſneſs, that there are cer- 
rain Characters, within the Sphere of 
heir Acquaintance, to which the Pics 


ture bears ſome Reſemblance.) 


NV have, here, according to ſacred 
Writ, the Hiſtory of a wicked Prime 
Miniſter, and his State-Engines ; from 
whom the World has "Gs of a long 
Time, happily delivered If Gentles. 
men will claim the Honour of being. 

their 
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their Succeſſors, or draw Parallels be- 
twixt the Living and the Dead, the 
Preacher is not obliged to anſtver for 
the Conſequences : Nor vill he diſpute 


their ſuperior 4 in theſe Mat- 
ter. 


N. B. There was a Sermon adverti- 
ſed in the London Evening Poſt, of Oc- 
tober 14. under the Title of Hamans 
Deſerved End, ſaid to be preached in 
the High Church of Edinburgh, at the 
Election of Magiſtrates for the Year 
enſuing, from Eſther, Chap iv. Ver. 13, 
14. by A. Ji -b. -r, A. M. printed 
for T. Robins, in Heet- ſtreet- "Tis in- 
tirely ſpurious, and neither contains 
Mr. Mehſter's Sentiments nor Expreſ- 


ſions; therefore he takes this Oppor- 
conicy of diſclaiming it. 


What is inſert by Way of Notes, was 
not delivered from the Pulpit. 


The 
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The Wicked Life, and Fatal 
but Deſerved Death of Haman, 
Ahaluerus's Pꝛime⸗Miniſter. 


ESTHER, Chap. IV. Ver. 13, 14. 

Then mordecai commanded to anſwer Eſther, 
Think not with thy ſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape 
in the Kings Flouſe, more than all the Jews. 

For, if thou altogether holleſt thy Peace at this 
Time, THEN ſhall there Enlargement and 
Deliverance ariſe to the Jews from another 
Place; but thou and thy Fathers Houſe ſhalt 
be deſtroyed : And who knoweth whether 


Thou art come to the Kingdom for SUCH 
a Time as this? 


ve well nnderficod but in Con- 
CER notion with the preceeding and 
Wan” following Hiſtory, tis proper to 
view them i in this extenſive Light: Nor ſhall 


Ke-gonfine our ſelves to ſuch Obſervations as 
A ariſe 


6 Che Wicked Life, and 
ariſe immediately from the Words now before 


us. That the Subje& may be the more uſes 
ful, we propoſe, 


Firſt, To point out the Situation of Affairs 
which occaſioned this Anſwer of Mordecai's 
to Queen Eſther. 


24ly. To conſider the Particulars which it 
contains, 


3dly. Shall view Eſther's aſter- Conduct, and 
its happy Conſequences, 


4thly. Make ſome practical Remarks from 
the whole Hiſtory. 


And, 5thly, 8 with a few Reflecti- 
ons directly applicable to the main Buſineſs 
of the Day. 


Tu k narrow Limits within which *tis pro- 
per to confine this Diſcourſe, obliges us only 
to hint at Things; the Illuſtration muſt be 
left to yourſelves. 


Firſt, 


ccc mmmh 
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Firſt, We are to point out the Situation of 
Affairs which occaſioned this Anſwer of Mor- 
decai's to Queen Eſther, 


AHASUERUS, King of Perſia, having 
ſet the Crown on Eſther's Head inſtead of 
Vaſbti, he promoted Haman, an Agagite, to 
the Chief Seat in the Empire, and command- 
ed every one to reverence him: Tho Haman, 
as appears from the Sequel of the Story, was 
moſt wicked and abandoned, yet the Courti- 
ers, the King's Seryants, finding their Ac- 
count in gratifying his Ambition, who had 
ſo much of their Maſter's Ear, did not fail to 
pay him the utmoſt Homage and Reſpett : 
And willing farther ta recommend themſelves 
to his Fayour, complain of Mordecai the Jew, 
becauſe he would not cringe in the ſame ſer- 
vile or irreligious Manner, 


Trx1s Mordecat had a Place at Court, and, 
according to ſome Interpreters, was an Offi» 
cer of the Guards, x His Veneration for the 

King 


* Others indeed think he was but in a mean Station 
hecauſe, ſay they, he ſat in the King's Gate: But ſeeing, 
as 


i 


2h, ii. 
I, 22. 


8 The Wicked Life, and 
King was beyond all Queſtion: He had 
been the happy Mean of preſerving his 
Life, by diſcovering a treaſonable Conſpi- 
racy;* whence we may be ſure, that his not 
ſubmitting to Haman, did not proceed from 
Cone 
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as Dr. Patrick obſerves, It was in the Gate that they 
made their Court, as we ſpeak, and diſpatched all 
publick Affairs, no doubt, proper Guards, and Men 
of diſtinguiſped Characters attended, as well as Servants 
of a lower Claſs. It appears to me more than probable, 
that the Place which he held was not contemptible ; be- 
caufe we find him, ſeveral Years after Efther's Advance- 
ment, ſtill in the ſame Office, (as appears, by comparing 
Ver. 3. Ch. 1.with Ch. 2. V. 19. and Ch. 3. down to V. 8.) 
Now, had this Office been mean or contemptible, it is not 
to be doubted; but Eher would have had Addreſs and In- 
Agence enough to have obtain'd his farther Advancement 
long ere this Time 5 eſpecially as Haman was not as yet 
promoted to the Government: Nor can Eſther's Inclina- 
tion be called in Queſtion, conſidering her near Relati- 
on to Mordecat, the Obligations ſhe was under to him, 
and the great Deference ſhe always paid to his Counſels. 
Ihe Obfervation of ſome, that he was of the Deſcendents 
of thoſe who had been catried Captive to Babylon, and 
therefore could not be ſuppoſed to have attained any high 
Station, is quite frivolous, the contrary being evident 
from many Inſtances : Nor does it appear that his Kin- 
dred was known till Haman was promoted, at which 
Time he himſelf told it. See Chap, iii. 4. 
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Deſerved” Death of Haman. #9 
Contempt of the Royal Authority; but he 
could not think of paying that Regard to a 
Subject, which was only due to Majeſty, or 
that belonged only unto GOD; tor, poſſibly, 
it was no leſs than divine Worſhip which Ha- 
man required of his Dependents. F Nor could 
he ſacrifice his Honour and Country, to pro- 
mote the pernicious Schemes of the moſt in- 
famous Man; but choſe rather to throw him- 
ſelf upon the Mercy of his Sovereign, what- 
ever ſhould be the Conſequence, 


Wu N Haman ſaw that Mordecai bowed 
uot, nor did him Reverence, all his Glory and 
Riches availed him nothing, ſo long as he fat 


at 


—— 
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Some Writers are of Opinion, that ſeveral Perſian 
Kings claimed, on certain Occafions, not only civil, but 
divine Worſhip, and ſometimes commanded to honour 
their chief Favourites in the ſame Manner; whence they 
conclude, that it was ſome ſuch Worſhip that Ahaſuerus 
commanded to be paid to Haman : But Dr. Prideaux, 
and other Writers of Note, judge, that there was no ido- 
latrous Worſhip here required ; and think it more pro- 
bable, that Mordecai's refuſing to pay Haman this Re- 
verence, was from a Cauſe that was perſonal in Haman. 
Whoever wants to ſee the Fewvs Notion of this Matter, 


and of the whole Hiſtory, may conſult Zoſeph. Autiguit. 
Cap. 11. Lib. 6. 
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at the King's Gate; and judging no Puniſh» 
ment too great for the Affront, reſolves to 
revenge himſelf, not only upon Mordecai, 
but all his People, the whole Jews through 
out the Kingdom, 


Lors being caſt to the twelfth Month A- 
dar *, he falſely infinuates to the King, That 
they were ſuch a deſpicable rebellious Set, as 
made it contrary to his true Intereſt and the 
Good of his Government to tolerate them, and 
therefore humbly pleads, that they may all be 
cut off. To make the inhuman Advice the more 
eaſily take, he propoſes thereby to enrich the 

| King, 


— 


* It was the Cuſtom of the Faſtern People, to cauſe 
their Diviners or Soothſayers caſt Lots into an Uyn when 
they were going about any dangerous or important Enter- 
priſe, that they might know what Time would be moſt 
fortunate for the Undertaking. According to this Cuſtom, 
Haman, in the firſt Month, cauſed Lots to be caſt, 0 
know what Day of the Lear would be moſt lucky for the 
Deſtruction of the Fewws z and, by their uſual Method of 
Judging, the Lot fell upon the thirteenth Day of the 
twelfth Month, whereby near a <vhote Near was to inter- 
veen betwixt the Decree and the Execution of it. C 
pare Chap. iii. Ferſe j with Ver. 13. 
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King, by paying a vaſt Sum þ into the Trea- 
ſury out of his Miniſterial Eſtate, thus em- 
ploying the Spoils of the People as an Engine 


of their Ruin. 


Tar credulous Prince miſled by the artful 
Inſinuations of his deceitful Favourite, and 
caught with his ſeeming Generoſity, delivers 


the Jews, without farther Enquiry, to the * 
of this cruel Oppreſſor. 


Lesr Apaſuerus ſhould change his Mind, 
thro' Compaſſion or better Advice, and that 
the bloody Euict might be the more readily 


execute, Letters binding them over to Death 


and Deſtruction, and giving their Spoil for a 


Prey, were at once determined, written, ſeal- 


ed, and ſent by Poſt unto all the Provinces: 
| This 


** 


He offered ten thouſand Talents of Silver, Eſt h. iii. 
9. which Sum, © if computed, (ſays Dr. Prideaux, Cunnett᷑. 


* Part 1. Book 5.) by Saby loni ſb Talents, amounts to 


« T. 2, 190000 Sterl. and, if by etui ſp Talents, will de 
above twice as much; a prodigious Sum, adds he, for 
% a private Man to be the owner thereof.“ — True in- 
deed, if he had not been a Prime Miniſter, who knew well 
how to reimburſe himſelf. h 
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This done, wicked Haman, pleaſed with the 
Succeſs of his Helliſb Machination; ſat down to 
drink with the Xing, that, by indulging him 
in his Pleaſures, all Reflection might be 


drown'd, and every Challenge of Confcience 
Weed. 


Ir was not fo with the City Shuſban, nor 
Mordecai; the City was greatly perplexed, 
and Mordecai could not longer be a /clent 
Witneſs of his own and his Peoples Miſery 
he left the Court, and forgetting his former 
Grandeur, rent his Clothes, pat on Sackcloth, 
and went into the miaſt of the City, ſounding 
the Alarm with a loud and bitter Cry. It 
ſoon had the wiſh'd Effect; every Man was a- 
waked to a Senſe of impending Danger; and 
Eſther's Maids came and told it her, then was 
the exceedingly grieved, and ſent Raiment to 
clothe Mardecui, that he might return again 
unto hrs Place; but he, more intent upon the 
Deliverance of his People than his own Eaſe 
and Advancement, received it not: This oblig= 
ed her to ſend one of the Kings Chambertams 
to know the Occaſion of his Grief; Mordecai 

narrates all that happened, and commands him 
to 


Deſerved Death of Haman. 13 
to tell Eſther to go unto the King, and inter- 
ceed for her Country- men; Eſther apprehen- 
ſive of the Conſequenee, appoints Hatach to 
put Mordecai in Mind of the Law; which 
forbid any to approach the King uncalled, up- 
on Pain of Death, except ſuch to whom he 
ſhould hold out the golden Sceptre z a Thing 
which rarely happen'd; and adds, I have not 
beenealled to come unto him theſe thirty Days. 


Trvs, you ſee the melancholly Situatiori of 
Affairs; the Righteous out of Court, the Wicks 
ed bearing Rule, and the People mourning ! 
The Jews Deſtruction faſt approaches, and the 
Queen; their very Kinſwoman; doubtful of un- 
dertaking their Cauſe. It was then that Mor- 
decat commanded to addreſs her in the Words 
read in your Hearirig, which-we are 
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244% To canſider. And you will obſerve; 
firſt, That Mordecai informs her, that if the 
intended Maſſacre was not prevented, it was 
vain to imagine that her exalted Station 
would ſcreen het from the common Fate, 
Think not with thyſelf, that thou ſhalt eſcape” 
in the King's Houſe, more than all the Jews. 

B The 


. 111. 
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The awful Sentence includes every one, with- 
out Exception :* The Command is, to de- 
ſtroy and kill all Jews, both young and 
old, little Children and Women, in one Day. 
Whence then do you hope for Relief? The 
& Palace ſhall not be thy Protection, nor the 
© Crown ſave thy Head.” 


24ly. Hz aſſures her, that tho' ſhe refuſed: 
her Aſſiſtance, yet GOD would raiſe up other 
Inftruments to deliver his People, but would 
puniſh. her Self-ſeeking and Cowardice, her 
Neglect of her Country, by ſome remarkable 
judgment upon her, and her neareſt Relations. 
If thou altogether holdeſt thy Peace at this 
Time, then ſhall there Enlargement and Deli- 
verance ariſe to the Jews from another Place; 
but thou and thy Father's Houſe ſhall be de-- 


ſiroyed. © This (ſays a Commentator) was 


the Language of a ſtrong Faith, which ſtag- 
* ger'd not at the Promiſe, when the Dan- 
“ger was moſt threatning; but, againſt Hope, 
believed in Hope: This and the other In- 
« ftrument may fail, but -GOD's Covenant 
«<. will not.” He can never want Inſtruments 
to accompliſh the Groen of his Will, whom 

Winds, 
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Winds, Earth and Sea, and all Things muſt 
obey. 


 3aly. He expoſtulates with her upon the 
ſignal Providence which brought her to 
Court at this Time; whence ſhe might pro- 
bably conjecture, that GOD had raiſed her 
up for this very Purpoſe ; and ſhould there- 
fore be ready to go on with Courage and 
Reſolution, not doubting of Succeſs. Ih 
knoweth whether thou are come to the Kings 
dom for ſuch a Time as this 9 


Txvs did Mordecai reaſon ; which pre- 
ſents us with a brave and good Man, not 
fearing the Wrath of the Queen, when plead» 
ing for his Country; honeſtly declaring the 
Truth, and requiring even a crowned Head 
to act worthy of the Character, by being the 
Saviour of the People, Let us now, 


3dly. Obſerve ſther's Aſter- conduct, and 
its happy Conſequences, 


- Brix, by this good Man's Advice, brought 
to a Senſe of her Duty, and animate with 
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juft Concern for the Miſery of her Kinſimen, 
ſhe retolves to hazard Life itſelf in the good 
Cauſe ; and, having a firm Faith in an allago- 
verning Providence, appoints three Days of Fa- 
ſing and Prayer among the 7ews for her Safe- 
ty and Succeſs; in which ſhe and her Maids did 
not think it below them to join. Her Com- 
mands being obeyed, ſhe appeared, on the 
third Day, in Royal Apparel in the inner Court, 
is perceived by the King, finds Favour in his 
Sight, and he offers to. grant her Requeſt, 
even to the Half of his Kingdom. Deſirous 
to gain yet more upon his Affections, ſhe in- 
vites him, with all due Reſpect, and Haman 
alſo, to the Banquet which ſhe had prepared : 
There the King renews his generons Offer: 
Still ſhe conceals her Deſign, and only inſiſts 
on the Honour of his coming, next Day, with 
Haman, to a ſecond Entertainment. 


HAMAN, clated with this additional Re- 
ſpe&, went forth full of Joy, not knowing 
that he was thus exalted, that his Tall might 
be the greater. Meeting Mordecai, who ſtill 
bowed not, he is fill'd with Indignation, me- 


ditates Revenge, and, by the Advice of his 
| Friends, 
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Friends, ere&s a Gallows Fifty Cubits high, 
on which he reſolves to have him hang'd, for 
the greater Shame, and the Terror of others, 


FarTar for him, on that very Night, Sleep 
paſſing from the King, he calls for the Jour- 
nals of the Kingdom, finds it there recorded, 
that Mordecai had fav'd his Lite; and, upon 
Enquiry, that hitherto he had met with no 
proportional Return, Haman, being in the 
outer Court, is brought in, and Ahaſuerus 
| aid unto him, What ſhall be done unto the 
Man whom the King dclighteth to honour & 
Haman, judging this Reſpe& intended for 
himſelf, gives full Vent to his Ambition, pro- 
poſes to adorn the happy Perſon with all the 
Enſrens of Royalty, and to proclaim his 
Greatneſs before the People: But how dread- 
fully was he mortified, when the King, in- 
ſtead of anſwering, Thou art the Man, com- 
mands him to do all this Honour to Mordecai ? 
Mordecai, his mortal Enemy, and deſien'd Sa- 
crifice: The Command is peremptor, he muſt 
obey: Having done accordingly, he haſted 
to his Houſe mourning: His Friends and 


Wiſe-Men, percciving his approaching Fall, 
$i | prove 
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prove miſerable Comforters, and prophefie 
nothing but /#dden Deſolation : Nor did they 
Judge amiſs; for while they were yet talking, 
he is brought to Eſiher's Banquet; there ſhe 
diſplays the whole . b/oogy Scene,” points out 
Haman as the Grand Projector: Tmmediately 
his Face is covered, and, by the Command of 
the angry King, and Direction of one of the 
Chamberlains, he dies on the very Gallows 
which he had crected for Mordecai; and his F 
whole Eſtate is given unto Eſther the Queen, q 
*®n So true is it, That GOD diſappointeth the *. 
Devices of the Crafty, and taleth the Wiſe m 
their own Net, 


ESTHER goes on with her Requeſt in 
Fayour of the. Jews; obtains Letters rever- 
ſing the wicked Decree ; or, as others explain 
it, granting Power to the eus to ſtand up 
in their own Defence; the former Deed be- 
1. ing, by the Laws of the Medes and Perſians, 
irreverſible. The Jews valiantly defend them- 
ſelves; Haman's ten Sons are hanged, and 
their other Enemies cut off: Mordecai is ad- 
| vanced to Haman's Place; he waxes greater 


and greater; was next unto King Abaſuerus, 
and 
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and accepted ofthe Multitude of his Brethren, 
ſeeking the Wealth of his People, and freak 
ing Peace to all his Seed: Then the Jews 
had Light and Gladneſs, and Joy and Honour: 
And, in Token of their Thankfulneſs, they 
appoint an annual Feſtival, that Generations 
yet to come might celebrate the divine Wif- 
dom and Goodneſs, and ſet their Hope inGOD. 


Tuvus was Eſther, by the Direction of 
Mordecai, and thro' the Bleſſing of Heaven, 


the Deliverer of her Country, and theſe were 
its bleſt Effects. | 


Wr proceed, fourthly, to make ſome of 
the many practical Remarks which occur from 
a Survey of the foregoing Hiſtory. 


Firſt, We obſerve, That tis of the utmoſt 
Conſequence to the Subject, and to the Sone- 
reign himſelf, not to take Things upon Truſt, 


but to ſee as much as poſlible with his own 
Ae | 


Tu Neglect of this had like to coſt Aha- 
ſuerus and many of his good F riends yery dear. 
Solomon 
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Solomon obſerves, that 'tis the Honour of Kings 
to ſearch out a Matter; and we may add, tis 
their Intereſt too. If dazl'd with the Splen- 
dor, or immers'd amidſt the Pleaſures of a 
Crown, they never look beyond their Palace, 
they will infallibly, in moſt Caſes, be miſled, 
to countenance Meaſure: hurtful to themſelves 
and others. Truth and Sincerity are ſeldom 
found at Court: There every Thing appears 
in a falſe Light and under Diſguiſe : Tis 
there that Diſj mutation reigns in Perfection. 
To diſtinguiſh the TRUE from the FA L SE; 
a King muſt ſtep abroad, and hearken to the 
Voice of the People: If he has but one Ear, 
miſerable is the Kingdom! Wo unto thaf 
Land whoſe Prince, as a Child, gives up him- 
ſelf to the Dictates of his State Minions ! * 


24ly. Wt have, in this Hiſtory, the true 
Picture and deſerved End of a Wicked Prime 
Miniſter. | 


A Man advanced next tinto the King, and 
yet not ſatisfied, ambitiouſly aſpiring to equal 
his Royal Maſter in Power and in Glory; a= 
dored by a Crowd of Dependents, but hated 


by. 


* See Henry's Commentary on Eſther, Ch. 3. Ver. 10, 11. 
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by the Good and the Wiſe : Unhappy, tho! at 
the Top of Things, while there is one honeſt 
Man about the King: Leading his Sovereign, 
even daring to bribe him into Meaſures de- 
ſtructive of the Peace and Quiet of his King- 
dom: Not ſparing the moſt loyal Subjects, if 
neglectful to worſhip him as their GOD : S. 
crificing a whole People to his inſatiable Re- 
ſentment, and ſcreening this blackeſt Scene un- 


der Pretence of a ſacred Regard for his Maje- 


ſty's Perſon and Government: In midſt of all 
his Preferments, Juſtice o'ertakes him; his 
bloody Deſizns are brought to Light, and 
the Miſchief he intended for another returns 
on his own Head:þ Thus was the Wicked 
ſuared in the Work of his own Hands : And 

C what 


th 


——_ 


+ Prideaux, ſpeaking of the Execution of Ag at ho- 
cles and Agathoctea, whoſe Conduct pretty near reſem- 
bled that of Haman's, makes this Obſervation, © Such 
« Reckonings wicked Favourites are often brought to, 
&« when deprived of that Power whereby they have abu- 
« fed the People. The Power alone, in this Caſe, is apt 
&« enough to create Envy; but it is much more ſo when 
e employ'd for unjuſt and wicked Purpoſes. The only 
Method to make any one ſafe in ſuch Stations, is, to 
% do nothing ele in them, but what ſhall be in all 'Fimes 


e juſtifiable, Connect. Par. 2. B. 2. 
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what is moſt remarkable, ONE of thoſe who 
had formerly worſhipped him thro' Hope or 


Fear, is now the firſt that points out the Gal- 
lows to the enraged King. May all who 
tread in his Steps ſhare in his Fate. 


3aly. WE may here remark by what Artifi- 
ces ſuch a wicked Miniſter deceiyes his Prince, 


and enſnares the People. 


AlL Avennes to the King muſt be carefully 
ſtopp'd ; and if the Nature of the Government 
will admit, even a Law enatted, as in the 
Caſe before us, making it Death to approach 
him uncall'd : If there is ſo much as ONE, 
who has Honeſty enough to repreſent Things 
as they truly are, and whoſe Office gives him 
Acceſs to the Palace, he muſt forthwith be 
removed : Trath, dangerons Truth, being now 
effeQually excluded, and the King ſhut up in 
the dark, 'tis neceſſary to impreſs him with 
the D:/oyalty and ſeditious Principles of theſe 
whom the Miniſter devotes for Deſtruction: 
His private Reſentment muſt be artfully con- 
ceal d, and no Pretencè uſed, but a diſinte- 


reſted N f tor his Maſter's Honour and In- 


tereſt: 
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tereſt : The barbarous Plot, tho purely his 
own, muſt be ſanction'd with the Supreme 

Authority, that the Ruin of the People may 
be inevitable; and, if poſſible, he himſelf ſe- 
cured from after Impeachment :; All this is to 
be done with the utmoſt Diſpatch and Secrecy, 
and no Þribes, no Expence is to be withheld. 
In this manner did Haman obtain Ahaſuerus's 
Decree for the total O'erthrow of the Fews ; 
and happy had it been for the World, if Hi- 
ſtory furniſh'd out no other Inſtances of a //+ 
milar Nature. 


4thly, Tris Hiſtory informs us, That there 
can be nothing more fatal to a Kate or 


Kingdom, than a BAD MAN at the Head 
of Affairs. 


THROVGH the Inſtigation of wicked Ha- 
man, Ahaſuerus the King had well nigh cut 
off his Favourite Eſther, and Mordecai, the 
MAN to whom he ow'd his Life, and with 
them many innocent faithful Subjects. In. 
Fact, the Nation was involved in a bloody 
Civil War, by contradittory Decrees, where- 
in vaſt Numbers periſh'd, When ſuch a 


Man 
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Man hath ingroſs'd the Royal Ear, nothing 


but Deſolation and Miſery is to be expected: 


As Righteouſneſs alone exalteth a Nation, his 
wicked Counſels and Prattices muſt, of Conſe- 
quence, bring Contempt and Ruin: Many ate 
the Miſchiefs which the People feel, and ma- 
ny more they dread: Nor is his Adminiſtra- 
tion leſs hurtful to his Soverezgn. Kings, in 
the Opinion of ſome Writers, cau do 10 
Wrong; and indeed, in moſt Caſes, are 
no otherwiſe to blame, than in truſting too 
much to thoſe about them : But the Bulk 
of Mankind, eſpectally when oppreſſed, not 
being able to make ſuch rational Allowances, 
their Minds, however you may ſay unjuſtly, 
are ſometimes alienated from the Throne it- 
ſelf, which has been attended with.Conſequen- 
ces not to be named. Thus does a wicked 
Miuiſter imure his Fellow-Subjetts, and eu- 
danger his Maſter : While he bears Rule, the 
People muſt neceſſarily mourn; and did Kings 
know their true Intereſt, they Hove no leſs 
Reaſon. 


n 4 IFE obſerve, on the other Hand, 
That a goed Miniſter of State is one of the 


greateſt ; 
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greateſt earthly Bleſſings a Nation can en- 
Joy. 


Tx1s you ſee exemplified in the Chara- 
cter and Conduct of Mordecai; under his 
Adminiſtration Ahaſnerus is eſteemed and 
beloved, and the People truly happy : When 
luch righteous Men are in Authority, the 
WWickedneſs of the wicked is brought to an 
End, Bribery and Corruption ceaſes, the Cry 
of Oppreſſion and Violence is no more heard 
in the Streets; TRADE flouriſhes, being 
relieved from an wſupportable Load of Taxes 
at home, and ſecured from the Inſult of Ene- 
mies abroad; every Man fits ſafe under his 
own Vine: And, in a Word, Religion and 
Life, Liberty and Property, theſe beſt, thoſe 
invaluable Privileges, are then ſecure : Hence 
all ſober and good Men rejoice, and muſt ne- 
ceſſarily do ſo. 


We believe 'tis ſcarce needful to ſay, that 
what we have obſerved concerning a whole 
Kingdom, holds equally as to particular Pro- 
vinces or Cities; they are certainly happy or 
miſerable, in Proportion as their Governors 
| are 
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are good or bad; it being univerſally true, 
that every City is exalted by the Bleſſing of 


the upright, but dert hroum by the Mouth of 


the wicked: We may therefore remark, 


6thly. As a Conſequence of thoſe Obſerva- 
tions, and from the Examples before us, That 
in Times of Calamity, ariſing from the Male- 
adminiſtration of thoſe in Power, 'tis the Du- 
ty of every Man, according to his Ability 
and Station, to uſe all habile Methods for 
removing ſuch evil Counſellors, and promot- 
ing to their Place the righteous and the good ; 
his Duty to put his Hand to the Work, whate« 
ever it may coſt him, and may undoubtedly 
addreſs the King for his Countenance and Con- 
currence: Thus did Mordecai adviſe Eſther, 
and thus did the Qyeen. 


Mx of narrow and contratted Spirits nee 
ver want Excuſes from undertaking the Cauſe 
of the Publick: ONE ſcreens himſelf under 
the Sacredneſs of his Character, as if he there- 


by ceaſed to be a Member of the Common- 


wealth; not to ſay what a ſtrict Connection 


there is betwixt our Civil and Religious Liv 


berties. 


& 
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berties. ANOTHER hopes to be excuſed, 


becauſe he has no Power, no Influence; for- 

getting, that the meaneſt may be of great 

Uſe, by ſtirring up others, and that the Re- 

: medy which is ſometimes wanting, is in the 

1 Hand of the Poor as well as of the Rich. A 

3 THIRD alledges the Work will be underta- 

ken by much more proper Inſtruments, and 

why ſhould he give himſelf any needleſs 

Trouble? SOME plead their Poſts and Pen- 

1 ſions, and talk how much they have at Stake; 

while OTHERS declaim upon the Danger, 

and perhaps the Ilegality of the Attempt. 

LAST OF ALL, tis pretended, That this 

is not the 7zme, and they muſt wait ſome 

more opportune Seaſon. The whole amounts 

, to this, That every Man ſhould ftand by till 

tze Ruin of his Country be certain and in- 
3 evtable. 


Mx Brethren, Did not Eſther plead ſome 
of theſe Excuſes, and might ſhe not, with 


greater Shew of Argument, have inſiſted al- 
moſt on eyery one of them ? | 


By 
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By Reaſon of her Sex, and the Nature of 
the Conſtitution, ſhe was not to intereſt her- 
ſelf in Affairs of State. She had Ground to 
fear, that her Influence with the King was 
not great, as his Affections ſeemed on the 
Decline : She had not been called to him 
thoſe thirty Days: She behoved to fly in the 
Face of an expreſs Law; had a Crown to 
loſe : Nay, was in Hazard of immediate 
Death. Further, She had Aſſurance that De- 
liverance would come from another Place: 
To what Purpoſe ſhould ſhe then expoſe her- 
ſelf, eſpecially that near 4 whole Tear was 
to paſs ere the Execution of the Decree ? 
And may ſhe not wait, at leaſt, ſome Time, 
if, happily, an Opportunity of meeting with 
the King ſhould offer? All this Mordecai 
conſiders but as ſo many vain Pretences, the 
mere Effect of Cowardice and Self-ſeeking. 
She herſelf, upon a little Reflection, is con- 
vinced of her Error, and reſolves, without 
Delay, to befriend her Country, coſt what 
it will. FI periſb, ſays ſhe, I periſh. Noble 
Example, worthy of all Imitation! 


Fad 
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IIS, by no Means, a ſufficient Anſwer to 
ſay, That Eſther's Example can only be a Rule 
where there is an expreſs Law to kill of 
deſtroy : For, ſeeing there are a thouſand o 
ther Ways of ruining the Lives and Pro- 
perties of the Subjet?, all theſe Caſes are ex- 
attly parallel as to our Argument, It the 
Danger be equal, whence ever it proceeds, 
our Concern ought to be the ſame; and, in 


general, it ſhould always hold Proportion to 
the threatned Miſchief. 


Wr ſhall now, in tlie laſt place, make the 
following Reflections, as being directly ap- 
plicable to the main Buſineſs of the Day. 


Firſt, If the flouriſhingof Kingdoms, or Pro- 
winces, or Cities, depend ſo much upon their 
being bleſſed with good Governors, then it 
follows, that thoſe who are, this Day, to elect 
Magiſtrates for the City, during the Vear en- 
ſuing, ought to be careful of their Choicc. 


WE are not fo ſelf-confident as to imaging | 
any Thing we could now ſay would have much 
Influence on your preſent Reſolutions. We 


D hope 
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hope they are ſuch, as that we may warran- 
tably wiſh you all Succeſs. Put no Confidence 
in unfaithful Men in this Time of Trouble, or in 
the ſcornful, who bring the City into a Snare. 
Chuſe out from among the People MEN of 
known Abilities, whoſe Endowments will ſup- 
port the Credit, and maintain the Honour of 
their Office: MEN of untainted Virtue and 
Goodneſs, Fearers of GOD, whoſe ſhinning 
religious CharaQter ſhall diffuſe its happy In- 
fluence every where around them: MEN of 
Truth, unpractiſed in the Arts of Deceit, 
to whom the Eternal Law of Righteouſneſs 
is a conſtant Rule: MEN that hate Covetouſ- 
7:cs, who deſpiſe the Gain of Oppreſyſion, and 
ſhake their Hand from holding Bribes: MEN 
remarkable in their Tribes, for their generous 
and diſintereſted Conduct. MEN of Courage 
and Reſolution, not eaſily deterred from their 
Duty by the Terrors of the GREAT, or the 
Threats of the MIGHT]: And, in fine, 
MEN of Prudence and Affability, who will 
manage the Affairs committed to their Truſt 
with becoming Sweetneſs and due Moderati- 
on. By chuſing SUCH MEN for your Suc-" 
ceſſors, ye ſhall have the Honour of filling 
the 
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the CITY with uniyerſal Joy, and promoting 
its trueſt Intereſt, Much is expected from 
you: And if your Practice, in any one Step, 
run counter to your Profeſſion, tis eaſy to for- 
ſee the Conſequence with Reſpect to — _ 
rafter and future Influence. 


24ly. Taz Hiſtory debe us inſtructs thoſe 
who ſhall, this Day, ſucceed to the Office of 
Magiſtracy, in what Manner they ought to 
conduct themſelves, by preſenting the ami- 
able Character of Mordecai, of whom it is 
faid, that he ſought the Wealth of his Peo- 
ple, and ſpoke Peace to all his Seed. — 


HE loohd not on his own Things, but ab 
on the Things of others; he was of a truly 
noble and generous Spirit; — he ſought 
not to raiſe himſelf upon the Ruins of his 
Fellow Country-men ;---to amaſs an immenſe 
Eſtate by the Place and Honours he enjoy d at 
Court; but employ'd his Power and Influence 
for the Publick Good, ſeeking the Wealth of 
his People, and ſpeaking Peace to his Sed; 
bleſſing them in the Name of the Lord, wiſh= 
ing them all manner of Felicity, and improv- 


wg 


32 The Wicked Life, and 

ing the Ear of the King to promote the ſame ;-- 
he ſpoke Peace, was of a courteous, affable De- 
portment ; — he adminiſtrate 7uſtice with an 
equal Mixture of Mercy, --- and that to all his 
deed: The great were not honour'd to the Con- 
tempt of the Poor: He was the common Pa- 
rent of both, and did not think the meaneſt be- 
low his Notice, or unworthy of his Protection. 


METHINKXs, this Character includes whats 
ever is neceſſary to conſtitute a good Magi- 
ſtrate; a high Regard for GOD and Religion 
a hearty Concern for the publick Meal; due 
Care of the People's ſacred and civil Liber- 
| rres, and the utmoſt Endeavours to promote 
the Work of Righteouſneſs, which is Peace, 
and the Effect whereof” is Quietneſs and Ae 
ſurance for ever: Theſe Things, we ſay, are 
all included; becauſe a Magiſtrate cannot, in 
any other Right and ſucceſsful Manner, ſeek 
the Wealth of his People, or ſpeak Peace to 
his Seed. Imitate, my Brethren, this amiable 
and lovely Pattern, hen ſhall Judgment run 
doom our Streets as Water, and Righteouſ= 
neſo as a mighty Stream : The inhabitants ſhall 
be ed, and your Adminiſtration happy. 
* You 
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You may likewiſe obſerye, That Haman, 
who ſought to deſtroy the Church of GOD, pe- 
riſbed in the Attempt ; and that Mordecai, 
who ſtood up for her Intereſt, was advanced. 
Let this teach you to ſeek, not your own, but 
the Things which are Jzsus CRHRIST's, and to 
beware of wreſting from ZION any of her 
Rights and Privileges. Hitherto hath ſhe pro- 
ved, and ſhall ſtill be a burdenſome Stone to 
all thoſe who burden themſelves with her. 
"Tis an Obſervation verified by long Experi- 
ence, that the Fall of many GOV ERNORS 
and RULERS take Date from the Time of 
their oppreſling the People of GOD. We ſpeak 
as unto wiſe Men, judge ye what we ſay. 


' 3dly. Tut People may learn from the Fews 
Conduct towards Mordecai, what Regard 
they owe unto good Magiſtrates. N 


MORDECAT, ſays the ſacred Writer, was 
great among the Jews, and accepted of the 
Multitude of his Brethren : © Not only great 
above them, far more exalted than they, 
but great in their Eyes ” : Highly eſteemed 
and honoured by them; and his whole Admi- 

niſtration 


34 The Wicked Life, and 


niftration dear and acceptable to them. hen 
the Ear heard him, it bleſſed, and when the 
Eye faw him, it gave Witneſs to him: He deli. 
vered the Poor that cried, and the Fatherleſs, 
aid him that had none to help him; Hence the 
Bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh came 
pon him. He fought the Wealth of his Peo- 
ple; and they, inſtead of envying his Prefer- 
ment, rejoiced in it, and, with Pleaſure, com- 
mitted all their Concernments into his Hands. 
As wicked Men are to be deſpiſed, however 
exalted, good Men, eſpecially Good Magi- 
rates, are to be honoured and reyerenced : 
We ought to fear them, loye them, and obey 
them, in the Lord. 


athly. Tris Hiſtory, eſpecially the Words 

which we read, may be of Uſe for the In- 
ſtruction of them, who, by being now in 
the Chuncil, or, by this Day's Election, ſhall 
have the chuſing of our Repreſent atrve in 
Parliament. 


Tur the Nation was ſcarce ever in more 
miſerable Circumſtances, ſeems pretty evi- 
dent from the Account given by all Parties. 

It 
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If you will take his Teſtimony who, one 
ſhould think, would, for his own Sake, place 
Things in the moſt fayourable Light; if you 
will take his Teſtimony, we have 0 Money 
and no Allies; no Friends without, no Strength 
within; the very $mews of our Conſtitution: 
are weakened by Luxury and Corruption + 
Trade and Commerce, our only temporal Sup- 
port, groaning, L had almoſt ſaid expiring, under 
manifold Reſtraints: We bleed inwardly; our 
Vitals waſte; our Barriers. and Safe- guards 
are broke down, while a foreign Enemy, like 
a Flood, is ready to break in and o erwhelm 
us. Is this our State? how miſerable! how 
deplorable! Sure, there is no Need of Argue 
ment to convince thoſe, of our melancholly 
Situation, who feel the Smart, and underly 
the Oppreſſon. What then remains, my Bre- 
thren, but that you ſhould enquire, Whenee 
all this Diſtreſs is come upon us?  Whence ig 
it that, when we have a Prince upon the 
Throne, who wiſhes the Welfare of his Pe. 
ple, that yet our Civil and Religious Concerns 
are ſo much on the Decline ? You have alrea- 
dy heard, that the calamitous Circumſtances of 
the Jews flowed from a wicked prime Mini- 

ſter, 
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ter, and their Deliverance from his Fall. Of 
ſo great Conſequence is the Remoyal of 


ONE BAD MAN, in certain Caſes, 


Loox then around you, and if there be 
any evil Counſellors about the Throne; who, 
inſtead of advancing the Honour and Trade 
of the Nation, have employed their Power 
and Influence to load us with Contempt, to 
enſuare and oppreſs us, if ſupported by a 
Number of Placemen, whom they create at 

Pleaſure, and multiply in a very extraordina- 
ry Manner: If they thus ſtrike at the very 
Root of our Conſtitution, the Independency of 
Parliaments, without which all our. boaſted 
Liberty is but a meer Name : If this be the 
Caſe, the proper Remedy is obvious: You 
are to be ware of chuſing any Man whoſe Poſt 
or Connettions naturally lead him to entail 
_ Slavery and Dependence on himſelf and Fel- 
low-Subje&s; and are to fix upon ONE for 
your Repreſentative, who's known Character 
removes all Suſpicion of ſelfiſb Views ; who 
has Honeſty enough to mantain his Integrity 
amidſt the Frowns and Smiles of a Court; 


whoſe Circumſtances raiſe him above Temp- 
tation, 


< proup- 4 
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dation, and whom no Bribe will divert from 
rewarding the Betrayer of his Brethren ac- 


cording to his Deſerts: And, in ſhort, who; 


from Love to his Kine and his Country, will 
Support the Prerogative of the Crown, and 
the Liberty of the Subjeft. This is the Man 
who deſerves your Regard : And many Mo- 
tives might be uſed, to recommend ſuch an 
One to your Choice. We Juſt mention the 
following, which ariſe from the Words of 
our Reading; | 


Cones, oft, That tis only by chuſi ing 


ſuch Men, that the Parliament can be deli- 
Vered from Miniſterial Infiuence ; 3 and that, 


as the Parliament have all our Liberties in 
their Hands, if this itſelf i is under Influence, 
we can never be free. We may have the 


Name, but will always want t the Thing ; and 


the Nation muſt neceſſarily ſuffer. Again, 
if the Nation in general 2 ffers, how do ye 


imagine that this City, or you yourſelves can 


be ſafe | ? You are a Part of the Whole, and 
muſt ſhare in the Miſery or Happineſs of the 


Whole. Would not Eſther have eſcaped tho 
in the King J Houſe ? Think not then, that 
E ET your | 


WL 
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your Relation to Men now in Power, or that 
their Favour will ſcreen you from the common 
Calamity in which both you and they muſt 
periſh. 


Cons1DER, 24ly. That ſuch is the Spirit of 
the Nation, as we may reaſonably hope, that 
ſhould you altogether hold your Peace at this 
Time, and refuſe your Aſſiſtance ; yet Delive- 
rance and Enlargement ſhall come from other 


Places: But divine Providence will ſooner 
or later, puniſh your Want of Zeal, and Ne- 


gle& of your Country. This, Mordecai af- 
ſures Eſther, would have been her Fate; and 
our God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but, uni- 
verſally, either in this World, or in an after- 
State, honoureth them, who, by ſerving the 
Common- wealth, honour him; and deſpiſes 
ſuch as deſpiſe him: And, how painful will 
it be to ſee all your Fellow- Members eſteemed 
and bleſſed, by risking a little for the Publick 
Good, while unhappy you, by ſeeking too much, 


have loſt your HONOUR and your ALL ? 


34h. ho knows but ye are brought into 
Power for ſuch a Thine as this? Doubtleſs, 
| | the 
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That this Hiſtory ought to encourage every 
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the extraordinary Manner of Eſther's coming 
to the Kingdom, was one Reaſon why Morde- 
cas conjectured, that Heaven intended her Ad- 
vancement for the Deliverance of the Jews. 
Nor will it be denied, that Events ſurpriſing 
and unexpected have, at this Time, influen- 
ced the Steps already taken towards the en- 
ſuing Election. If then the ſame Good Provi- 
dence ſhall finiſh what it hath begun, the Ar- 
gument ought to haye the ſame Weight with 
you which it had with Eſther. If GOD ſhall 
ſo remarkably put an Opportunity in your 
Hand of appearing on the Side of Liberty, you 
are bound in Gratitude, and ſhall be doubly 
criminal, if not careful to improve it. 


Lzr it ſerve as a fifth general Reflection, 
Man, in his Sphere, eſpecially Members of 


Parliament, to ſtand by the Liberties of their 
Fellow- Subjects, in Oppoſition to the perni= 


ous Schemes of evil Caunſelors. 


You ſee how remarkably GOD concurs 
with the Deliverers of their Country, by tur- 


wing their Enemies Weapons againſt theme} e 


ſe 
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elves —- How /ignatly did Providence pave 
the Way to Eſther, when appearing in Be- 
half of her 4. ſtreſſed People. 


That Haman, tho! intent upon the im- 
mediate Deftruttion of the Fews, ſhould ſub- 
mit to have the Time determined by Lot. 


THar the Lot ſhould turn out fo, as that 
eleven Months, very near the longeſt Poſh ible 
Time, muſt pals, ere he could hope, accord- 

ing to their Rules, ſucceſsfully to accompliſh 
his barbarous Defy ig. 


Tnar he ſhould, nevertheleſs, publiſh the 
bloody Edict that Moment he obtain'd the 
\ ' King's Conſent; whereby the Jews were ap- 


Priæ d of their Dang , and full Time was gi- 
yen to defeat the intended M; lſchief. 


TI Ar ſo ſoon as Eſther appears, the King, 
inſtead of being enrag'd at her legal Ap 
proach, ſhould offer her even to the Half of- 
bis Ringaom. 


TuAT 
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Txar, when the King inſiſts once and a- 
gain to know her Requeſt, ſhe ſhould ' ip 
the happy Opportunity ; and that yet, during 
the Delay, a grand Event happens, which made 
her Application _ and her Succeſs certain. 


Tur Haman, when ſrell'd with the ad- 

ditional Hmour of being invited by the Queen 
to a ſecond Entertainment with the King, 
and conſequently, the more fill'd with Indig- 
nation at Mordecat's Contempt, who ſtill 
gave him 10 Reverence, 


Tnuar he ſhould yet refrain himſelf from 


taking preſent Vengeance, which he might +, 
fo eaſily have done, without any Fear of the 9, 10 


Conſequence, conſidering his Fayour with the 


King, and that, at his bare Deſire, the whole 


Nation was as Sheep deyoted to the Ty 


THar Sleep ſhould fly from the King, tho | 
in perfect Health, on that very Night wherein 
Haman projected Mordecais Ruin : 


Trar, iuſtead of calling for Muſick, or his 
Concubines, according to the Cuſtom of Peg 


Jean 
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an Monarchs, he ſhould command the Annals 
bis Reign to be read to him: 


Trax Mordecai ſhould have been the Djſ. 
caverer of a treaſonable Conſpiracy ; and, that 
the very Place where this was recorded ſhould 
caſt up; 


Tnar the King, who hitherto negle&ed him, 
ſhould reſolve to crown him immediately with 
all imaginable Honour: And, Jaſtly, 


Tx ar Haman ſhould be ready at Hand to 
perform the ungrateful Tak. 


In all this the Iuterpoſition of Heaven was 

e remarkable, ſuch a Number of Circumſtan- 
ces concur to protect the righteous, and catch 
the wicked in his own Snare, as may convince 
the moſt reſolved Infidel, and animate the 

> good and the juſt in a ſtedfaſt Adherence to 
the publick mos in Times of the greateſ 
OT 


Ir may likewiſe ſerve as a Direction to 
teach us, in every Caſe, and in our preſent 
cala. 


Nation, as that this City, and every 


— 
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calamitous Circumſtances, to have a believing 
Dependence upon an all. governing Mind ; 
ever looking up unto the God who vrigas and 
rules, that he would point out the proper 
Meaſures of Relief, and bleſs them abundantly: a 
In this Manner Eſther proceeded, and in this 
Way ſhe prevailed. Believe it, my Brethren, 
Except the Lord build the Houſe, the Builders 
labour in vain. Except the Lord keep thi 
City, and the Nation, the Watchmen watch 
but in vain. 


TO conclude. When ſo many a 
that Queſtion, Who will riſe up for ns at 
Evil Doers ? or who will ſtand up for us a= 
gainſt the Workers of Iniquity? May the 
ſame GOD, who raiſed up Mordecai and Eſta 
her for the Deliverance of the Jews, rails 
proper Inſtruments to deliver us alſo. 
he ſo G er-rule the Elections throughout 


UG 


may be fayoured with Magiſtrates 
ſentatives in Parliament of Mordecaig 
racter; to whom our Civil and Religg 
berties will be very dear; in whdf 


ſelf-ſecking Place-men ſhall be deſpily 5 
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will plead the Cauſe of an ured People, and 

whom, nor Hopes, nor Fears will make ſerve 
the Times: 


* Then, and not till then, ſball the City re- 
joice, and the Land have Light and Glaaneſs, 
aud Joy and Honour; then may we expect 
to fee our haughty Enemies humbled, the Con- 
Fregation of Hypocrites deſolate, and Fire con- 
fuming the Tabernacles of Bribery ;---- And as 
yet they ſhall uſe this Speech, as it was pro- 
phęſied they ſhould do in the Land of Judah; 
e Cities thereof, when God ſhould bring 
their Captivity, * © The Lord bleſs thee, 
Habitat ion of Juſtice, and Mountain of Ho- 
', lineſs.” The Extortioner is at an End.---The 
Spoiler ceaſeth. — The Oppreſſors are conſumed 
Fe Land. The wicked are taken away 
-efore the King.-=--The Righteous are in 
bority. In Mercy and in Truth ſhall the 
g t abliſbed. AMEN. 60 let it be; 
bope it ſhall be. 


—  —_— 


